
18.52.200 Outdoor service and storage areas. 

A. Intent. 

1. Screening. To maintain design continuity by screening mechanical, service, and storage areas.  

B. Standards – Required. 

1. Siting of On-Site Storage Areas. All outdoor service and storage areas such as mechanical 

equipment, outdoor storage, trash/recycling containers, satellite dishes, accessory telecommunications 

devices, etc., shall be fully screened and shall not be visible from adjacent public streets or from views 

above from adjacent buildings. The Kenmore development standards and design requirements of KMC 

18.30.250 also apply.  

2. At-Grade Service Areas. At-grade storage areas such as outdoor storage and/or trash/recycling 

containers shall be screened from adjacent streets and public rights-of-way and from views above from 

adjacent buildings. Pedestrian-oriented trash receptacles along walkways and in public spaces are 

excepted from this requirement.  

3. Screening Techniques. Service area screening shall be 100 percent sight-obscuring, year-round, 

utilizing one or more of the following screening techniques:  

a. Fences and Walls. Fencing and wall materials shall be integrated and compatible with the design of 

the building (i.e., use the building’s materials on fence columns);  

b. Adjacent to Pedestrian Walkways. Where an outdoor storage area is adjacent to a pedestrian 

walkway, fences installed for screening may be used only in combination with either landscaping, vines, 

trellis, or similar landscaping screening technique;  

c. Evergreen Hedges and Shrubs. Landscaping shall meet the City’s landscaping requirements for 

Type I landscaping;  

d. Trees. A mixture of evergreen and deciduous trees. Landscaping shall meet the City’s landscaping 

requirements for Type I landscaping.  

4. Mechanical Equipment. Locate mechanical equipment early in the design process to ensure 

integration with the building design. Roof-mounted mechanical equipment shall be grouped together, 

integrated into the building design, and thoroughly screened from view from the street level and above 

from adjacent buildings. Roof-mounted screening techniques include but are not limited to:  
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a. Roof Treatment. Roofline designed to screen visibility of mechanical equipment from an adjacent 

public street(s); 

b. Paint. Paint mechanical equipment to match or approximate the color of the roof; 

c. Setbacks. Position mechanical equipment away from building edges.  

 


